3
=
G
B
g

anrt of: Transport & Parking Business Manager S

=] General Purposes Licensing Committee

=le: 29™ March 2007 En No:

Ee of Report : Operator Signing on Private Hire Vehicles

Summary and Recommendations
E pose of report: To seek the Committees agreement to amendment

orthe Private Hire Vehicle Regulations to ensure that the Private Hire
Operator identification stickers required by those Regulations are properly
displayed.

é/ decision: No

'tfolio Holder: N/A
utiny Responsibility:
rd(s) affected: All

bort Approved by:

Graham Smith. Transport and Parking Business Manager
Daniel Smith Legal & Democratic Services

Chris Kaye Finance

Eicy Framework: None

E’:ommendation(s):

The Committee is RECOMMENDED to:-

Agree the proposed amendment to the existing Private Hire Vehicle

Regulations.
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x
Name of Strategic Director or Business Manager

x
Name of Committee

x
Date of meeting

emace
Field to be completed by Committee Services

x
Title of report

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)


x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.
In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.
The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area


x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.


x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

emace
Name the officers who have approved the report prior to publication.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.


x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.


Background

1.

On 20™ June 2002 following a request from Private Hire Operators, the
Licensing Committee approved an addition to regulations requiring
Private Hire Vehicles to display, on the rear doors of their vehicle, details
of the Operator through which their bookings were received. This has
been a success, providing customers with an easy way to recognise the
vehicle they have booked.

Although all Operators have provided door stickers that comply with the
regulation, recently a few proprietors have taken to altering the provided
door stickers on their individual vehicles by cutting out and displaying
only parts of the stickers. Whilst this may still comply with the letter of
the regulation this practice is making the lettering difficult to read.

An addition to the existing regulations is required to stop this practice
and is shown below in bold type.

Current Regulation and Proposed Amendment

Operator’s Sign

a. A sign must be displayed on the rear doors on both sides of
the vehicle containing details of the name of the Operator of
the vehicle and any telephone number, fax number email or
web address of that firm.

b. The sign is a requirement of the Oxford City Council and a
condition of the licence; it must be attached to the door of the
vehicle in such a manner that it cannot easily be removed.
Signs with a magnetic backing are not acceptable.

c. The sign shall be no larger than the door sign supplied by the
Council to identify the vehicle and required under condition
introduced in April 1993 and amended in September 2000, to
be fitted on the front doors of the vehicle.

d. The sign shall not contain the words “tax”, “taxi”, “cab”, “taxi-
cab” or “for hire”, whether or not as part of another word.

e. The design and size of the sign provided by each
Operator shall be approved by the Taxi Licensing Office
and may not be altered in any way from that approved.

f. Signs approved after 29" March 2007 shall be no less
than 200mm in height or 290mm in length.

g. Exemption for the display of the sign will be granted to those
vehicles, which have been granted exemption for the display
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of a licence plate under s74 (3) Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and with the same
conditions contained in legislation for that exemption.

Legislation

4.

The Council is permitted by Section 48(2) of the Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to attach such conditions to private
hire vehicle licences, as it considers reasonably necessary. Any person
aggrieved by any such condition may appeal to a Magistrates’ Court.

Consultation

5.

=h

A consultation letter giving details of the proposed amendment has been
sent to licensed operators, hackney carriage and private hire driver
associations.

No letters of objection have been received.

Letters supporting the application have been received, from 001 Cars,
Royal Cars and from ABC Taxis, who also suggested that the signs be
the same size and have the same yellow background colour as the
Council sign, each with an individual Operator colour.

Operators already use individual identifying colours and officers view is
that it would be unnecessarily expensive to require a change to the
same yellow background colour. The size suggestion has been adopted
in the proposed amendment.

e and contact details of author:
p Pirouet

Taxi Licensing Officer

Transport and Parking Business Unit
® 01865 252115

email: ppirouet@oxford.qov.ukT
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x
Name, telephone number and email

mailto:ppirouet@oxford.gov.uk
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